Doris Beaver’s

EYE ON GILPIN COUNTY . . .




August 8, 2011

YOUR 2010 FEDERAL TAXPAYER RECEIPT.  


Far too many citizens who work for a living complain loud and often about taxes – federal withholding, Social Security, Medicare, state and city.  Here in Gilpin County, citizens look at the size of the county budget, shake their heads and ask where all that money goes.  

A rather curious e-mail dated, coincidentally April 15, 2011, from White House Senior Advisor to the President David Plouffe, arrived in amongst this writer’s trove of e-mails.  The subject:  Your Taxpayer Receipt.  The combination of the sender, the subject and the date sounded intriguing and it proved to be informative.  


President Obama announced during his State of the Union address the first-ever federal taxpayer receipt.  As explained, American taxpayers are now able “to go online and see exactly how their federal tax dollars are spent.”  


“Your Federal Taxpayer Receipt” gives taxpayers the opportunity to input their 2010 payments for three categories:  Social Security tax, Medicare tax and Income tax; then calculate the breakdown of where their tax dollars went.  


What may be of even greater interest that qualifies for “most astounding” revelation is what receives the highest percentage of total income tax payment for each category in Fiscal Year 2010.  


Ready?  National Defense gets an incredible 26.3% slice of the pie, the largest slice, followed by Health Care, 24.3%; Jobs and Family Security, 21.9%.  


National Defense includes “spending on military personnel, operations, procurement and other activities critical to our national defense.  Further breakdown:  

· Military personnel salaries and benefits



 6.0%

· Ongoing operations, equipment and supplies

10.5%

· Research, development, weapons and construction
 8.8%

· Atomic energy, defense activities




 0.7%

· Defense-related FBI activities and additional 

      National defense







 0.3%

Enlightening, huh?  For the breakdown/details on Health Care and Jobs and Family Security, check out the website for “Your Federal Taxpayer Receipt.”

Gilpin County is offering no such taxpayer receipt, but the budget hearings get underway in early October.  The hearings are open to the public and some questions get answered if you are there and paying attention.  Check out the County website for a detailed schedule.  

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  

Doris Beaver

